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sented In churches or near them by ecclesiastics: but
at a very early period, I believe, we had regular and
established players, who obtained a livelihood by their
art. So early as in the year 1378, as has been al-
ready noticed, the singing boys of St. Paul's repre-
sented to the King, that they had been at a consi-
derable expence in preparing a stage representation
at Christmas. These, however, cannot piopeiiy be
called comedians, nor am I able to point out the time
when the profession of a player became common and
established. It has been supposed that the license
granted by Queen Elizabeth to James Burbage and
others, in 1574, was the first regular license ever
granted to comedians in England ; but this is a mis-
take, for Heywood informs us that similar licenses had
been granted by her father King Henry the Eighth,
King Edward the Sixth, and Queen Mary. Stowe re-
cords, that "when King Edward the Fourth would shew
himself in state to the view of the people, he repaired
to his palace at St. John's where he was accustomed to
see the City Actors*" In two books in the Remem-
brancer's-omce in the Exchequer, containing an ac-
count of the daily expences of King Henry the Se-
venth, are the following articles; from which it ap-
pears, that at that time players, both French and
English, made a part of the appendages of the court,
and were supported by regal establishment.

" Item, to Hampton of Worcester for making of
balades, 20s.    Item, to my ladie the kings moders

2 Apology for Actors, 4to. 1612, Signat. E 1. b. " Since
then," adds Heywood, " that the house by the prince's free gift
hath belonged to the office of the Revels, where our court pi ayes
have been in late dayes yearely rehearsed, perfected, and cor-
rected, before they come to the publike view of the prince and
the nobility.*' This house must have been chosen on account of
its neighbourhood to Whitehall. It was granted by King James
about the time of the publication of Hey wood's tract to Lord
Aubigny, and an allowance of 50/. a year was granted to the
master of the Revels in lieu of this house. In 1612, the office '
was on St. Peter's Hill, near the Black-friars' playhouse.